HSL S Update

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

Health Sciences Library System

http://Amww.hsls.pitt.edu

October 2001
Vol. 6, No. 5

IN THIS | sSUE

PiTTCAT FOR THE CONSUMER
1-2

HSLSYEAR IN REVIEW
1,4

PDA CorNER
2

AMED & MANTISDATABASES
3

CANCER Resources WEB PRoJECT
3,9

SPECIAL SECTION:

INTEGRATED | NFORMATION
MATTERS

PiTTHEALTHSCIENCESCV
AVAILABLE SOON
5

NEw L ook FOR HEALTH
SclENCES PoRTAL
6

REFERENCE CONSULTATION SERVICE
7

RECENT DISSERTATIONSIN
History oF MEDICINE
7

ScHEDULE OF CLASSES
8

HSL SSrarr NEws
8

HSLS: Science 2001
8

SpeciAL VisioN PROJECT
9

New DATaBASE LINK
10

BirpoLAR DisorRDER CONFERENCE
oN THE WEB
10

| ntroducing PittCat for the Consumer

PITTCat for the Con-
sumer, a new ‘subset’ of
PITTCat, isnow availableto
provide easy access to the
consumer hedth collectionsin
HSLS. Most of the con-
sumer-related materid islo-
cated in the UPMC
Shadyside Hopwood Library,
and the Patient and Family
Education Center of the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh Cancer
Institute (UPCI). The Falk
and WPIC Librariesalso hold
asmaller but expanding col-
lection of consumer health
information. PITTCat for the
Consumer is a new tool to
search all of these collections
simultaneoudly. Patrons can
access it directly at <http:/
www3.hsls.pitt.edu>, or
through linksfrom the Health
Information for the Consumer
Web page <http://www.
hsls.pitt.edu/chi>, and the
Cancer Resources page
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<http://www.hds.pitt.edu/chi/
topics/cancer>. (Seearticleon
page 3 detailing the Cancer
Resources Web page).

PITTCat for the Con-
sumer offers asimple way of
searching via Basic or Ad-
vanced Search modes. Basic
Searchisapre-configured key-
word search, which will ex-
plore all HSLS consumer
health collections. Thisdefault
can be changed at any time by
following the instructions in

the Help screens. The Ad-
vanced Search modeisaimed
at usersalready proficientin
keyword searching.

There are several handy
buttons and links at the top
and bottom of each screento
helpwith navigating PITTCat
for the Consumer. Some
work like those in the stan-
dard PITTCat (New Search,
Return to Titles, Help) and
someare new, including:

continued on page 2

HSLS Year in Review, 2000-2001

Though January is usually the month for reflection and resolutions, the University beginsits
new fiscal year on July 1. Each summer HSLS staff members take time to review past
accomplishmentsand set new goals. Aswelook back at HSL S activities, itisevident that we had
abusy and productiveyear. Some of the highlightsinclude:

=  Expansion of thedigital library, and integration of €l ectronic resourcesto enhance access

toinformation. The number of health sciences related e-journalsincreased by 80% over
the previous year, and now total more than 1,800 titles, while el ectroni ¢ textbooks now
number more than 250. Other new resourcesinclude UpToDate, PREMEDLINE, and
the Database of Abstractsof Reviews of Effectiveness (DARE).

continued on page 4
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PDA Corner

PDA Corner

New HSLS PDA
| nformation Web Page

PDAsor Personal Digital Assistantsare now being used
in medical schoolsand hospitals acrossthe country for in-
formation management and decision support. Do you want
to find out what all of the fussis about? Are you thinking
about buying a PDA? Do you need software to download
to your PDA? Answers to these and many other PDA re-
lated questions can be found on anew PDA Information
Web page, provided by HSL Sat <http://www.hdls. pitt.edu/
intres/guides/pda.html>. The page is designed to provide
useful links to Web sites that focus on the use of PDASIN
health care, aswell assiteswhere medical softwareisavail-
able for downloading. The page is intended to help PDA
usersfrom noviceto expert. For example, if you are think-
ing about purchasingaPDA or upgrading your current model,
the site can provide you with linksto information for com-
paring the most popular brands. If software is what you
are looking for, the site aso provides links to Web sites
featuring both free and fee-based medical software avail-
able for downloading. Check out our new PDA Informa
tion Pageto learn more.

Please note that the Health Sciences Library System
does not endorse or profit from any of the products, ser-
vices or content provided on the PDA Information Web

page.

--Jody Wozar

PittCat for the Consumer

continued from page 1

-Search UPCI opens a new PITTCat for the Consumer
session that limits the search to only the UPCI Patient and
Family Education Center collection.

-Search Cancer Topicsopensapagewith alist of browsable
cancer topics — the first of many such pages that HSLSis
planning to providefor our users.

-Search All PITTCat opensanintroductory PITTCat screen
to allow the user to explore al University of Pittsburgh
collections.

-Exit takes the user back to the Health Information for the
Consumer page.

-Ask Us provides a way to communicate with HSLS or
UPCI staff electronically.

PITTCat for the Consumer does not replace PITTCat.
It providesasimpleand graphically pleasing way of search-
ing the consumer health collections. Our aim isto enable
non-academic usersto take advantage of an online catalog
that isnot obscured with multiple options. It can also bean
easy way for any newcomer to become more familiar with
our online catalog, and learn its basi ¢ features before mov-
ing on to the more sophisticated services offered by
PITTCat.
--Gosia Fort
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AMED and MANTI S Databases Added to HSL Online

New Databases Focuson Alternative Medicine, Palliative Careand Allied Health

Locatinginformationin aternative medicine, paliative
care and alied health has become easier with the recent
addition of two new HSL Online databases. The Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh and UPMC Health System now have
electronic accesstothe AMED (Allied & Complementary
Medicine) and MANTIS (Manual, Alternative, and Natu-
ral Therapy Index System) databases.

The AMED database, produced by the Health Care
Information Service of the British Library, coversthe pe-
riod from 1985 to the present, and is updated monthly. It
includes the subjects of complementary (“alternative”)
medicine, palliative care, physiotherapy, occupational
therapy, rehabilitation, podiatry and several other profes-
sions alied to medicine. More than 510 journals are in-
dexed, many of which are not indexed by any other bio-
medical database.

MANTIS, aprimary health care database, emphasizes
health promotion, prevention, and conservative and alter-
nativetherapies. Itindexesover 1,000journas, from 1880
to the present, including virtually all peer-reviewed jour-
nalsfrom manual, chiropractic, and osteopathic medicine.
Covered topicsinclude acupuncture, all opathic medicine,
aternative medicine, traditional Chinese medicine, herbal

medicine, homeopathy, naturopathy, and physical therapy. There
is particular emphasis placed on research relating to the etiol-
ogy, physiopathology, diagnosis, and treatment of
neuromuscul oskeletal conditions, such aslow back pain, head-
ache, scoliosis, nerve compression syndromes, and sportsinju-
ries. MANTIS is produced by Action Potential Co., and is
updated monthly.

Accessto AMED and MANTIS isavailable through OVID
viathe HSL Onlinepageat <http://www.hds.pitt. edwhdonline>.

Cancer Resources Web Project

“We are very excited about the Cancer Topics page, and use it often to find information to answer patient
requests aswell asto check references.” Kathryn Conrad, MSN, RN, Director of Cancer Education, UPCI

Since the fall of 2000, the Hesalth
SciencesLibrary System hasbeen col-
laborating with the University of Pitts-
burgh Cancer Institute (UPCI) to pro-
vide library servicesfor the UPCI Pa-
tient and Family Education Center.
The UPCI Patient and Family Educa-
tion Center, located in UPMC
Montefiore, owns nearly a thousand

books, tapes and CDs that are avail-
able to patients in the UPMC Heslth
System and their families. TheHSLSY
UPCI partnership was foundational to
the creation of the Cancer Resour ces
Web page, designed to makeinforma-
tion about Cancer I nstitute patient edu-
cation resources accessible in a user-
friendly fashion.

The Cancer Resources Web project
isamodest example of consumer health
informatics— afield that analyzes con-
sumer needsand preferencesfor infor-
mation, and integratesthose needsinto
medical information systems. Despite
the proliferation of Web sites that
provide consumer health and patient

continued on page 9
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H SL S Year | N ReV| aN, 2000‘ 2001 continued from page 1

= Enhancementsto the HSL S Web site. An Electronic Books page, comparable to the Electronic Journals page, was
introduced. The Internet Resources pages were redesigned and updated for easier access and maintenance. The
Recent Journal issues page was devel oped to provide alist of the print journals most recently received in Falk and
WPIC Libraries.

= Launch of the HSLS Health Information for the Consumer Web site <http://www.hsls.pitt.edu/chi/>. The siteis
structured to promote learning about individual health or disease issues and builds progressively from dictionary
definitions, through health topics, drug information, medical tests and procedures, local resources, evidence-based
medicineand physicianreferral sections.

= Expanded activitiesby librarian liaisonsto the School s of the Health Sciences. Liaisonsgave presentations at faculty
meetings, marketed library information to new faculty and provided orientations and instruction within the curriculum.
Intotal, referenceslibrarianstaught about 1,200 health sciences students.

=  Assistance to the Institute for Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) for USDA required literature searching.
HSL Slibrarian AliceKuller, IACUC liaison, performed comprehensive searchesfor researchersin search of alternatives
to painful and distressful animal procedures.

= Continued progress toward “ paperless operations” for document delivery. Theimplementation of Prospero made it
possiblefor usersto receive copiesof print articles electronically through aWeb interface. By June 2001, morethan
250 people had received documents through this new service. Online ordering from Ovid was introduced, allowing
usersto order articlesdirectly from Ovid databases during the search session. In December 2000, color copiesbecame
availablethrough HSL Document Express. Inthespring, users cel ebrated thereplacement of outdated public photocopiers
with state-of-the-art digital machines.

* Ongoing extension of HSL S services into UPMC hospital libraries. The two health sciences libraries at UPMC
Shadyside wereintegrated under HSL S management. These libraries are the James Frazer Hillman Health Sciences
Library, and the Hopwood Library: A Health Resource Center for Patients and Families. In addition, ten UPMC
hospitals, aswell asthe UPM C-managed transplant hospital in Italy, contracted with HSL Sfor accessto HSL Online.
CharlesWessel, coordinator of Affiliated Hospital Services, taught 38 classesto 581 participantsin UPM C hospitals.
HSL Sa so collaborated with the University of Pittsburgh Cancer Instituteto providelibrary technical servicesfor their
Patient and Family Education Center collection.

= Continued work on the contract from the National Network of Libraries of Medicineto provide Accessto Electronic
Consumer Health Information for the Public. HSL S partnered with avariety of target popul ations, including consumers,
public librarians, special needs populationsand health educatorsto enhance public accessto health information.

HSL S continuesits high-ranking status within the academic heal th scienceslibrary community. Asreported inthe 1999-2000
Annual Satistics of Medical School Librariesin the United States and Canada, HSL S held the following rank as compared
with 122 other U.S. allopathic medical school libraries contributing statistics:

Annual Expendituresfor Electronic Resources #3
Annual Total Collection Expenditures #3
Number of Interlibrary Loan RequestsFilled for Other Libraries #11
Total FTE Personnel #10
Annual Number of Reference Questions #2
Users Attendanceat Library Orientations and Education Programs #7
Number of Publicly Accessible ComputersintheLibrary #9

--Barbara Epstein



HSLS Update

| ntegrated
| nformation Matters

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

October 2001

PittH ealthSciencesCV Available Soon

Have you ever wondered whom to
consult about the implications of new
research resultsthat areleading youinto
areas beyond your expertise? Or who
might be able to give that one special-
ized lecture in a course you are teach-
ing? Or why your department chair,
your dean, and the senior vice chancel-
lor all keep asking for the sameinfor-
mation about your academic activities?
Have you wished for one resource
where everyone who needed that in-
formation could find it? Well, helpis
on the way!

The PittHealthSciencesCV
(PHSCV), formerly know as the
PittMedNetwork (PMN), isadatabase
that contai nsinformation about the pro-
fessiond training, activities, and respon-
sibilities of al faculty within the six
Schools of the Health Sciences at the
University of Pittsburgh. The PHSCV
isin the final stages of development
and, when completed, will have two
components.

-A confidential database that includes
the full curriculum vitae (CV) of each
faculty member in the six schools. It
will be accessible for administrative
purposesto alimited number of people
by secureintranet;

-A public, Internet version that will con-
tain sdlected, non-confidential informa-
tion about each faculty member.

Among the administrative uses of
the confidential database arethe analy-
sis and review of teaching loads and
mentoring activities, committee assign-

ments, serviceto national organizations,
and research activities. Thus, it will fa-
cilitate the generation of annual reports
about academic activitiesat departmen-
tal or school levels. Alternatively, the
public Web site will provide informa-
tionto colleaguesand to the public about
research and clinical expertise and in-
terestsof Health Sciencesfaculty. Data
from the Faculty Research Interests
Project (FRIP) <http://www.cbmi.
upmc.edu/~frip/index.html> will bein-
corporated into the PHSCV data. Rec-
ognizing that faculty members may not
want their full CVsavailablein the pub-

lic forum, each faculty member will be
asked to identify the information on
their CV that should not be made pub-
lic. Thisnew, easy to use, and valu-
ableresourcewill soon beready for you
to click, type, and read! Watch for in-
formation on the Health SciencesWeb
Portal <http://www.health.pitt.edu>
announcing the availability of
PittHealthSciencesCV early in 2002.
Happy browsing!

--Michelle S. Broido
Assistant Vice Chancellor
for Research, Health Sciences

@ http://www.oorhs.pitt.edu/Studio/rf_PittMed.htm - Microsoft Internet Explorer -1o1 x|
PittHealthSciences CY (PHSCY)

C i 9| 06 © W « « ro»
Search Clear Update Delete  Hew Basic Info BioData CV Search Reports First Previous Hext Last
Last Name First Name | E-Mail Status
[Herberman [Ronald B |herbermanth@msxupme.edu \

Record 1 of 6

Campus Address
Address 1 [3550 Terrace St City |Pittsburgh Phone | 412-648-2255
Address 2 [Suite 401 State [PA  Zip [15261 Fax 412-648-2741
Mailing Address
Address 1 | oty |
Address2 | State|  zip
Primary Appointrent
Sehool [School of Medicine (SOM) |
Departrment |Pathology -l
Division \ j %

Institution /Center / Program
University of Pittshurgh Cancer Institute (UPCI) k1 |
General Clinical Research Center (GCRC) ! -
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New Look for the Health Sciences Portal

Web developers at the Center for Biomedical I nformatics (CBMI) arein the process of redesigning
the Web portal for Schools of the Health Sciences, available at <http://mww. health.pitt.edu>.

Background

The Health Sciences portal was initially launched in
October 2000. Thelogic behind creating such aportal is
readily apparent, given the progress of Web Devel opment
within the Health Sciences at the University at that time.
Invarious school sand offices, independent Web devel opers
were creating resources and Web-based applications to
address needs in their own areas. These efforts, while
technically successful, were often not well publicized, and
unknown to the very users who had need of them.
Developers in other areas, unaware of the existence of
these resources, would begin projectsthat failed not only
to take advantage of opportunitiesto build onwork aready
done, but in some cases, duplicated existing projects.

Therewas aclear need to coordinate these efforts. Our
solution wasthe creation of asingle Web siteto serveasa
logical starting point for usersintheHealth Sciences. This
would also be a convenient site to access existing
information and Web applications, and to introduce new
resources.

To that end, the Health Sciences portal was conceived
as a single interface intended to support clinical,
educational, and research activities at the University. It
would provide users with pertinent news items, online
forms, important links, etc.—in short, “everything they
need to do their job.”

AWbrkin Progress

The portal isin a constant state of development. The
current redesign effort began in April 2001, taking into
account user responses. Several review committeeswere
also consulted. This portal will, in time, serve as the
cornerstone of an “Intelligent Academic Health Sciences
Campus.”

Theredesign providesadditional functionality in an easy-
to-uselayout. Inthelatest version of the portal, emphasis
has been placed on amore user-friendly presentation that
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makesh

etter usof browser “real estate.” EXxisting resourceswill

begrouped morelogicaly. Asnew onlineresourcesare devel oped,

thesewi

[l beincorporated into the portal’sdesign.

New featuresin thisiteration will include:

Improved search capabilities,

An expanded list of useful Internet resources and the
meansfor usersto suggest additional links, and
Anonline support page.

It isour goal to make the Health Sciences portal the page of

choice f

or users in the Health Sciences. Woatch for the new

version of the portal (4.0) infall 2001.

—1 ouis Nosce
Web Developer, CBMI

Integrated Information Matters, sponsored by the University of Pittsburgh IAIMS program, appears in the HSLS Update three times per
year. Look to this insert for news and features about the University of Pittsburgh Schools of the Health Sciences and UPMC Health System
integrated information systems activities and plans. For questions, comments or suggestions about this newsletter or the IAIMS program, please
contact Ron Yori, IAIMS Coordinator, (412-647-7123, rwy@cbmi.upmc.edu) or visit www.cbmi.upmc.edu/iaims/main.htm.

6



HSLS Update

Announcing New Reference Consultation Service

A new Reference Consultation Service is how being of-
fered by the HSL S Reference Department. This service al-
lowsHSL S patronsto arrange aone-on-one consultation with
areferencelibrarian. The purpose of thisserviceistoinstruct
and advise on specific learning issues and techniquesrel ated
tothe utilization of library resources. A consult could include
any of thefollowing: assistancein developing and/or refining
acomplicated search strategy; guidancein locating an appro-
priate electronic resource; advice on how to approach adiffi-
cult topic; and techniquesfor using the Web to locate specific
information. Reference consultationswill serveto supplement,
rather than substitute for the library instruction classes of-
fered by HSLS. A schedule of those classes is available at
<http://www.hdl s, pitt.edu/classes>. A ppointmentsfor the Ref-
erence Consultation Service can be made by contacting Alice
Kuller at 412-648-1971 or medlibg@pitt.edu.

--Alice Kuller

Ammon Ripple, HSLS reference librarian, provides
a one-on-one consultation for a patron.

Recent Dissertations in the History of Medicine

A new, monthly current awareness service from HSLS
providesaselectivelist of recent dissertations and thesesfor
the subjects of history of medicineand health care. Jonathon
Erlen, curator, History of Medicine, peruses the print copies
of Dissertation Abstracts to select dissertations and thesesin
thehistory of medicine, public health/international health, and
biomedical ethics. Thiscompilation of scholarly worksisavail-
able to HSLS users through the Recent Dissertations in
History of Medicine Web page <http://www.hsls.pitt.edu/
services/histmed/dissertations.html>. Arranged according to
broad subject areas (AIDS, aternative medicine, art and medi-

Qarvicae R C art 3
Services & Collections

Recent Dissertations in the History of Medicine
HSL Online

and health caze e sted acconding

Interet Resources
Services & Collections
‘Computer Lab
HSLDocument Express

o prior
2001/09 2001108 200107 2001106
History of Medicine and Health Care
2 01106

y/Pharmaco
2001/09 2001407 200106
Philosophy and Medicine

Webmaster: falloweb@pittedu
Copyright © 1995 - 2001 Health Sciences Library System, University of Piftshurgh, All
righs reserved

cine, nursing, literature and medicine, pharmacy/pharma-
cology, philosophy and medicine, woman's health, and
religion and medicine), and by the year/month the item
waslistedin Dissertation Abstracts, virtudly al of these
studies have been completed within the past two years.
Authorized Ritt usersmay follow publication number links
from citationsto corresponding recordsin the ProQuest
Digital Dissertations database, <http://www.library.
pitt.edu/resources/database_info/digital _diss.html>.
Through Digital Dissertations, complete citations and
abstracts may be viewed, and when available, the entire
dissertation/thesis may be downloaded for free.

Doctoral dissertations and Masters theses may be
considered the lost treasures of current scholarship.
Annually over five thousand of these scholarly works
are produced at universities and colleges worldwide.
Fewer than twenty percent will be published as mono-
graphs and less than half will appear injournal articles
that summarize aportion of their content. Yet almost all
dissertations and theses can be easily acquired, either
through Digital Dissertations, by borrowing from the
degree granting institution viaHSL Document Express
<http://www.hsls.pitt.edu/hsl documentexpress>, or by
purchase through UMI Dissertation Services <http://
www.umi.com>. Contact Dr. Erlen at 412-648-8927 or
erlen@pitt.edu for more information about the Recent
Dissertationsin History of Medicine Web page.

-- Jonathon Erlen
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Schedule of Classes: November — December 2001

Introduction and Tour of Falk Library*
(Falk Library, meet inside entrance to Library)
Friday, November 16............ 11:00am-12:00pm

SearchingMEDLINE on Ovid

(Location: Falk Library, CMC Classroom #2)
Friday, November 16........... 11:00am-12:30pm
Tuesday, December 11............... 5:30pm-7:00pm

Searching PubMed
(Location: Falk Library, CMC Classroom #1)
Tuesday, November 27........... 2:00pm-3:30pm

SearchingthePITTCat OnlineLibrary Catalog
(Location: Falk Library, CMC Classroom #1)
Tuesday, November 13......... 10:00am-11:00am

Searchingfor Evidence-Based Literature
(Location: Falk Library, CMC Classroom #2)

Tuesday, November 13........... 9:30am-11:00am
EndNoteBasics*

(Location: Falk Library, CMC Classroom #2)
Monday, November 19............ 11:00am-1:00pm
Tuesday, December4............. 12:30pm-2:30pm

Finding Information on Psychiatric &
Psychological Testing I nstruments

(Location: Falk Library, CMC Classroom #1)
Monday, December 3................ 10:30am-12:00pm

M ental Health Resour ceson the WWW
(Location: Falk Library, CMC Classroom #1)
Monday, November 5................ 10:00am-11:30am

Adobe Photoshop for Beginner s*

(Location: Falk Library, CMC Classroom #1)
Monday, November 26................ 9:00am-11:00am
Friday, December 14.................. 10:00am-12:00pm

Power Point for Presentations

(Location: Falk Library, CMC Classroom #1)
Thursday, November 15............... 9:00am-11:00am
Monday, December 17................. 11:00am-1:00pm

All classes are open to faculty, staff and students

of the University of Pittsburgh schools of the health
sciences and the UPM C Health System.No registration
required. Seating for classesisfirst-come, first-served
until the classisfull. Detailed course descriptionsare
availableat <http://www.hdls.pitt.edu/classes>.

HSLS Staff News

M att Berta has accepted the position
of processing assistant in the HSLS
Technical Servicesdepartment. Hehas
workedintheFalk Library Circulation
Department since 1998 as a shelver.
Matt recently received hisBachel orsof
Artsdegree in Social Sciences, and is
planning to attend graduate school here
at Pitt.

On September 28, CharlesB. Wessel,
HSL Scoordinator of Affiliated Hospital
Services, presented his workshop
“Complementary and Alternative
Medicine (CAM): Information
Resources for Choicesin Healing” in
Buffalo, New York. The Hospital
Library Services Program of the
Western New York Library Resources

Council and the Upstate New York/
Ontario Chapter of theMedical Library
Association sponsored the presentation.

HSLS reference librarian Linda
Hartman has been named to an
international nominating committeefor
the Specia Libraries Assaciation. She
is one of 5 committee members
responsible for selecting a slate of
nominees for Association officersand
members of the board of directors.

HSL Sstaff raised money for the Susan
G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation
by participatingin Nationa Denim Day.
In exchange for donations, staff
members were permitted to wear blue
jeansto work on October 5.

8

HSLS: Science 2001

HSLS participated as an exhibitor
in Science2001: A Research Odyssey.
This event, held on the University of
Pittsburgh campus on September 12-
14, showcased the depth and breadth
of significant scientific research taking
placeat theUniversity. HSLSdisplayed
two large posters. One was a descrip-
tion of HSLS services offered to the
University of Pittsburgh and to the Pitts-
burgh region. The second poster high-
lighted the Faculty Research Interest
Project (FRIP) devel oped by HSL Sand
the Center for Biomedical Informatics.
FRIP <http://www.cbmi.upmc.edu/
~frip/index.html> isasearchableindex
of termsdescribing current researchin-
terests of health sciences faculty. The
posterswere accompanied by handouts,
bookmarks, and information sheets.
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A Special Vision for Special People

Children'sHospital of Pittsburgh has
contracted with HSL Sto participatein
their federally funded “ Specia Vision”
project. This multi-year project links
Children’sHospital providers, patients
andtheir familiesto condensed persona
health recordsto facilitatethe delivery
of coordinated care for children with
special needs. Special Visionisfunded
through the Technol ogy Opportunities
Program, National Telecommunications
and Information Administration, U.S.
Department of Commerce. Project Di-
rector isBruce Rosenthal, M.D., Asso-
ciate Professor of Pediatrics and Di-
rector of Clinical Outreach at Children’s
Hospitd.

Chlldren S

Hospital of Pittsbury

linksareincludedto explain each child's
pertinent medical problems and treat-
ments.

A link tothe Special Vision Web site
isavailablefromthe Children’sHospi-
tal of Pittsburgh Home page <http://
www.chp.edu>. Among the sections
withinthe Specia Visonsteisanonline
Community Resource Center (link lo-
cated onthe horizontal navigation bar).
The Community Resource Center ag-
gregates Web linksrelating to disabili-
ties in children in a format patterned
after aneighborhood. It gives parents,
families, providersand patients access
to Web sitesthat provide helpful infor-

special
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Specia needs children arethose suf-
fering from chronic and often complex
health concerns such as cerebral palsy
or spina bifida. Typicaly, these chil-
dren receive care from awide variety
of specialists. Impedimentswithin the
communication process can develop
among these providers and between
providersand families. Special Vision
will use asecure Internet connection to
improve communication and informa:
tion exchangefor aselect group of trial
patientsby giving the provider team and
familiesrapid accessto current Patient
Private Web Sites (PPWS). The PPWS
contain essential medical and treatment
information in a synopsis format. To
add to the informative power of the
PPWS, educational modules and Web

mation for dealing with the physical,
emotional and legal aspects of care.
Thisonline“community” formsanet-
work of support for caring and for shar-
ing information.

HSL S staff membersMicheleKlein
Fedyshin, together with contract librar-
ian Patricia Lorenzo, and Amber
Knopic work in varying roles on the
Special Vision project. Michele over-
sees the HSL'S aspects of the project,
and serves on the project’s Steering
Committee. Pat researches Web links
to create disease templates and the
“community” resources forming the
educational modules. Amber codesthe
HTML and helps structurethelinksfor
the educational components.

A HarrisInteractive study found that
72% of Americanssay it’sdifficult for
peopleliving with chronic conditionsto
obtain necessary carefromtheir health
providers. By placing secured personal
health records on the Web and allow-
ing access for patients and providers,
Special Vision createsaninfrastructure
for the productive sharing of informa-
tion. It eliminatesbarrierswhileempow-
ering familiesand providerstowork as
partners to improve health communi-
cation and care for these special chil-
dren.

--Michele Klein Fedyshin

Cancer Resources
Web Project

continued from page 3

education information, research indi-
cates that it is difficult for consumers
to find accurate and comprehensive
health information. In addition, health
consumerstend to vary widely in both
their ability to use technology and to
manipulate asophisticated onlinelibrary
catalog such as PITTCat, which is
availableat the University of Pittsburgh.
To address this need, pre-formulated
or ‘canned’ searchesof thelibrary cata-
log were created. These allow consum-
ers to automatically perform a search
of booksand other resourcesabout can-
cer by clicking on a category, such as
‘breast cancer’ or ‘treatment options.’
Alternatively, keyword search capabil -
ity is available, which allows usersto
typein their own chosen search terms.

The Cancer Resources Web pageis
located at <http://www.hd s.pitt.edw/chi/
topics/cancer>. The page is linked to
another HSL Sinitiative—PITTCat for
the Consumer —an easy-to-use online
catalog for searching all consumer
heslth-related resourcesin HSL Slibrar-
ies. (See article on page 1 detailing
PITTCat for the Consumer).

--Tamar Smith



HSLS Update

New Databases Link

A new feature of HSL Online
Isa link titled ‘ Databases.’
A single mouse click on this
link provides access to both
an alphabetical title listing

and links to all individual
databases in health and
biomedicine available via
HSL Online <http://www.
hsls.pitt.edu/hslonline>.

University of Pittsburgh

Health SciencesLibrary System
Falk Library of the Health Sciences
200 Scaife Hall

DeSoto & Terrace Streets
Pittsburgh, PA 15261

Bipolar Disorder Conference
Presentations Available on Web

The Fourth International Conference on Bipolar Disorder
was hosted by Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic and
convened at Station Square on June 14-16, 2001. Presenters
included expertson research and clinical care of bipolar disor-
der from around theworld. All conference presentationswere
recorded and are now available to anyone with Internet ac-
cess and Real Player software. UPMC Health System Medi-
cal Media Services coordinated the recording, formatting, and
Web hosting of the presentations. Barbara Folb, WPIC Out-
reach/Reference Librarian, designed the access page available
at <http://mww.hd s.pitt.edu/intres'media’bipolard.ntml>. Most
presentationsinclude audio, video, and PowerPoint dlides co-
ordinated in such away that the dlides advance automatically
asthe presentations progress. Real Player software, which can
be downloaded at no charge from the RealMediaWeb site, is
required to play thefiles. Download instructionsareincluded
on the conference access Web page cited above. HSLS s
pleased to add this valuable resource to the audio files from
the 1999 Third I nternational Conference on Bipolar Disorder,
which are also available through our Web site.

-- Barbara Folb



